October 1, 2017

STAND TOGETHER AGAINST VIOLENCE IN SOLIDARITY WITH EPS - HOSTED BY
ALBERTA MUSLIM PUBLIC AFFAIRS COUNCIL

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

We have all been tested by this attack: Edmontonians of every faith, Edmontonians of
every culture, and especially the Edmontonians who protect and serve us every day
have been tested.

But we have already shown, and we continue to show here tonight, where we stand. We
stand together, all faiths, all cultures, We will not be divided.

Radical violence is about creating panic, sewing divide - we can either succumb to that,
or we can rise above it.

In the last 24 hours, we have shown what we are made of. That Canadians, and
especially Edmontonians, are filled with compassion and love for the victims, for our first
responders, and for all our fellow Edmontonians.

This love and faith will be tested in the days ahead. You may start to hear persistent
whispers or even shouts about certain faiths and groups in this strong, diverse
community of ours.

| urge all of you to reject that hateful line of thinking by holding this loving thought in
your heart: we are strong, stronger together, and we will not be divided.

It's understandable, still, for us to be worried about our safety. That's exactly what the
forces of of extremism want. However, all evidence so far points to this being an
isolated act by a single individual. And remember, too, that our well-trained,
well-equipped, and courageous Edmonton Police members are out there working for us
every day.

Your safety — each and every one of you — will continue to be foremost in our minds
as we work to support our law enforcement agencies.



If 'm worried about one thing, it’s this: it's a refugee child going to daycare tomorrow
and feeling scared. But if we find it within ourselves to care for that child in the coming
days and months and years, that person will look back on this moment and have felt
supported - and included as part of our community. But | can’t do that for them alone,
our police service cannot do that for them alone, and their family cannot do that for them
alone.

We must do this all together. That is why we cannot be divided.

Therefore we will... all of us... continue to reject racism, continue to reject islamophobia,
and continue to reject radicalization in all its forms. Because we will not be divided.



